
Solar cell capacity
to reach 100Gw in
a year:MNRE secy
nandini keshari
NewDelhi, 7 August

India’s solar cellmanufactur-
ing capacity is expected to
rise to 100 gigawatt (Gw)
withinayear fromthecurrent
32 Gw, Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE)
SecretarySantoshSarangisaid
onFriday.
Wafer and ingotmanufac-

turing capacity is also
expected to reach 80 Gw by
June2028,whentheapproved
list of models and manufac-
turers(ALMM)policyforthese
upstreamcomponents comes
intoeffect.
Sarangi said the govern-

ment was also working on a
support scheme to encourage
polysiliconmanufacturing in
thecountry.
The average power pro-

curement cost (APPC) for dis-
tributioncompanies(discoms)
could fall from ~5.20 per unit
currentlyto~4.85perunitwith
greater adoption of combina-
tions such as solar and wind,
solar and battery energy stor-
age systems (BESS), and
round-the-clock renewable
energy(RE-RTC),hesaid.
He was speaking at the

International Energy Confer-
ence and Exhibition, organ-
ised by the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII). “It will
make Indian industriesmore
competitive, enable data
centres to expand at a much
largerscale,andacceleratethe
green transition and the jour-

neytowardsnetzero,”hesaid.
The MNRE secretary also

said the national-level APPC
for discoms had either
remainedstagnantordeclined
overthepastthreeyearsdueto
theinfusionofcheaperrenew-
able energy into their port-
folios. The Solar Energy
Corporationof India’s (SECI’s)
latest tender for round-the-
clock renewable energy, with
90percentassuredavailability
ineachtimeblock,discovered
atariffof~5.25perunit,hesaid.
On green hydrogen, Sar-

angi said the governmentwas
undertaking several pilot pro-
jects to support green meth-
anol supply to the shipping
industry.SECIhasalsofloated
a tender for 500,000 tonnesof
green methanol to aggregate
demand and supply for ship-
pingcompanies.

In2000, theambitionwas that
M&Ewouldbe to the Indianecon-
omywhat IThadbeen.Where
does it stand today?
Intermsofemploymentgener-n

ation, ithasdonethat.But ithasnot
hadthe impact it shouldhavehad
because it is stilldivided.Thereare
fourpartsof thisbusiness.Thecon-
tentcreators (producercommu-
nity),broadcasters,MSOs
(multi-systemoperators)andlast-
milecableoperators.Allof them
workinsilos.Despite thebest
efforts,evenbyme,wehavenot
succeededinbringingthefourof
themtogetherunderoneplatform
toworkasanindustry.

DDFreedishandYouTubeare the
fastest growingpartof thevideo
business.TVseems tobe in
decline. Is it a sunset industry?
This is thenarrative thatglobaln

techfirmshavespread.And
becausetheyarepayingahigher
commissiontomediabuyers they
aresucceeding.Like Imentioned,
our industry isdivided.Wefight
witheachother.Asaresult,wedo
nothaveavoice.

Butdoesn’t the regulatorhavea

role toplay? Itmicro-manages
everything fromchannelpricing
to ratingsbuthasnooutlookon
thebiggerpicture.
Unfortunately, India is theonlyn

largeeconomywheretheregulator
has limitedsay. It isconsidered
moreofarecommendatorybody.
Theyhaverecommendedafew
things thathavebeenwiththegov-
ernment for the lastcoupleofyears.
Thegovernment isneitheraccept-
ingnorrejecting it.

If youcouldchangesomething in
the last 35yearswhatwould itbe?

Iwouldfreeupthis industryn
fromregulation,other thanincon-
tent. It isnot free today.

Free inwhatway?
Everythingother thanissuesofn

nationalsecurityandcontent that
cancorruptyoungminds.Here, the
reverse ishappening.Thecontent
that iscorruptingyoungminds is
freelyavailableonplatformslike
YouTubeandFacebook.

Thevaluationof the teams in the
IPL (IndianPremierLeague)or its
media rightspriceskeepgoingup.

Anycommentsonhowthe
sportsmediaecosystemhas
builtup, givenZee’svarious
attemptsat getting intocricket
andother sports?
Idonotwant tocommentonn

that.But IcantellyouthatZee is
helpingsportsbodiescreategood
IPR(intellectualpropertyrights) in
whichwewillalsoshare.

Whatdifferencehas streaming
made to thebusiness?
It isanaturalprogression.Fromn

asatellite-delivered,analogue, tra-
ditionalwayofseeingcontent,you

arenowseeing it throughthe inter-
net. It’sanother formofdistribu-
tion.That’s theonlywayI lookat it.
Manypeoplesee itasagodsend.
Contentevolutionwill continue.
Aftershorts, immersivecontent
will come.

Wheredoyou think theM&E
business isheaded in India?
Itwill continuetogrow.Andn

sowillTV. Ihopeandwishthe
industrycomestogetheranddoes
not letpeoplewaste theirmoney
onfalsenarrativesattemptedby
certainbiggies.
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years of
liberalisati n

‘Entertainment industryhas expanded
India’s cultural influence since 1991’

SubhashChandra, chairmanofEsselGroupand founderandchairmanemeritusofZeeEntertainmentEnterprises

”

[Streaming is]
another formof
distribution. That’s the
onlyway I look at it.
Manypeople see it as a
godsend. Content
evolutionwill continue

“
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UTTAR PRADESH

Industrial infra gets freshpush
virendra singh rawat
Lucknow, 7 August

The Uttar Pradesh State Industrial
Development Authority (UPSIDA) has
approvedthelayoutplansfortwoindus-
trialareasinFatehpurandAyodhyadis-
tricts at its 51st board meeting held
earlier this week. This decision by the
nodal agency aims to catalyse planned
industrial development, systematic
landuse,fasterplotallotment,andscale
up infrastructure for encouraging new
investments, while establishing the
stateasanindustrialhub.
As of now, there are 165 industrial

areasacross17districts.
According to UP Additional Chief

Secretary, Infrastructure & Industrial
Development and UPSIDA Chairman
AlokKumar,thepolicywillfacilitatethe
revival of dormant industrial assets,
encourageinvestments,restoreproduc-
tion, create employment, and foster
effective utilisation of industrial land.
HeunderlinedthatPurvanchalexpress-
way, Ganga expressway, Bundelkhand
expressway, dedicated freight corridor,
and the emergingmultimodal logistics
network are integrating the state’s
industrial areas with domestic and
globalsupplychains.

This will reduce logistics costs,
enhance industrial competitiveness,
and support the development of
world-class industrial clusters in the
state,headded.
“The state government’s investor-

friendlypoliciesandrapidlyexpanding
connectivity network have created an
ecosystem for manufacturing and
industrialgrowth,”headded.
The UPSIDA Board has approved

~9,000crore in its FY27 annualBudget,
compared with nearly ~4,500 crore in
FY26.Italsoapprovedproposalsforland
acquisition andpurchase for thedevel-
opmentofnewindustrialareas.

rajasthan

~2,101 cr cleared for over 3Kmissing-link roads
anil sharma
Jaipur, 7 August

The Rajasthan government has
approvedtheconstructionof3,232miss-
ing-link and non-patchable roads at a
cost of ~2,101 crore, in accordancewith
the2026-27Budgetannouncement.The
moveaimstostrengthenroadconnectiv-
ity across the state, said a senior official
of thePublicWorksDepartment(PwD).
“Theseprojectswill involve thecon-

struction of roadswith a total length of

6,418.43 kmacross 187 assembly consti-
tuencies inthestate,”headded.
DeputyChiefMinisterDiyaKumari

saidthatconnectingeveryvillage,town,
and city in the statewith ahigh-quality
road network is the government’s top
priority.Shesaidthatthegovernmentis
workingwithunwaveringcommitment
tostrengthentheroadnetwork.
Shenoted that these projectswould

facilitate easiermovement in rural and
remote areas, boost economic activity,
andacceleratedevelopment.

“The government is committed to
ensuring that a quality road network
reacheseveryregionofthestateandthat
the benefits of development extend to
thelastpersoninthequeue,”theDeputy
CMsaid.
Giving an example, the official said

that under this approval, a total of 54
roads will be constructed across three
assembly constituencies inBalotra dis-
trict. These roadswill have a combined
length of 145.95 kilometers, with an
expenditureofaround~35crore.
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MNRESecretarySantosh
Sarangisaidthegovernment
isworkingonaschemeto
encouragepolysilicon
manufacturingunits
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